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http://mistermurdock.info/
https://www.coursera.org/learn/songwriting-lyrics
http://briandoerksen.com/caffeine/views/resources/My%20approach%20to%20songwriting.pdf
https://www.htb.org/media/art-songwriting


Name: _______________________ Date:_____________Grade: ________ 

CRITERIA 1 2 3 4 
PREPARATION/ 

HOMEWORK 

 

Are you taking time on 

your own to reflect and 

write, to find out what 

kind of song you want to 

write, to build your 

musicianship so you can 

work on the musicality of 

the song, etc? 

I haven’t taken 
any time on my 

own to work 
on this project. 

I hastily put 
together some 

decent 
sounding lyrics 
and I picked 

some chords 
that might go 

with them, or I 
don’t have 

chords. 

I have spent 
some minimal 

time on my 
own to try to 

write some 
lyrics that 

make sense. I 
have 

attempted to 

experiment 
on the music 

but don’t 
have anything 

ready. 

I have taken time 
both at school 

and at home on 
my own to write 

and continue 
editing a song 

that I can sing 
with authenticity. 

I have found 

some music that 
I believe goes 

with my lyrics 
and I can sing the 

song through. 

I have taken time to 
craft the best song I 

can write, including 
multiple edits and 

re-writes, different 
musical ideas. I have 

sought the opinions 
of others and I have 

practiced my 

writing and 
musicianship so that 

I can competently 
sing and/or play the 

song.  

LYRICS 

 

 Do the words of your 

song show evidence of 

thoughtfulness, 

engagement with the 

transcendent/biblical 

worldview (can include 

questions/lament or 

joy/praise/personal life 

story, congregational 

worship…) 

I have thrown 

together lyrics 
that don’t 

show much 
evidence of 

reflection, 
thought, 

theme, 
planning, 

paradigm. 

I have 

attempted to 
write lyrics 

that are 
coherent and 

reflective of a 
theme, but 

little revision 
was done and 

I think I could 
do better. 

I have taken time 

to craft lyrics 
(with or without 

music) that are 
reflective, based 

in a 
theme/scripture/

essential 
question or life 

issue, and I have 
taken time to 

revise. 

I have taken much 

time, written 
multiple sets of 

lyrics/partial-songs 
in order to arrive at 

the best single set 
of song lyrics that 

have structure, 
meaning, 

theme/message and 
have attempted to 

make my lyrics 
singable. 

MUSIC/MIXING 

 
Techs: are you actively 

improving your sound mixing 

ability and exploring ways we 

can record in-house at KCS? 

 

Musicians: are you actively 

contributing towards crafting 

music that fits your lyrics? 

I either didn’t 
write or learn 

about how to 
write music for 

my lyrics, or I 
didn’t 

contribute to 
any musical or 

mixing/arrangin
g aspects of the 
songs I worked 

on. 

I attempted 
to learn a bit 

about music 
composition 

and came up 
with some 

ideas. As a 
tech, I 

watched 
others mix 
and tried to 

learn. 

I actively 
improved my 

skills in music 
composition and 

theory, and did 
multiple 

revisions alone 
and in group. As 

a tech I took a 
turn mixing and 
trying to record 

scratch tracks. 

I took time to ask 
the teacher and 

others about what I 
don’t know in 

regards to 
songwriting, and I 

worked at my 
music a lot to 

ensure it would fit 
the lyrics. As a tech, 

I improved my 

mixing & recording 
software ability.  

GROUP self-

assessment 

 

 

Are you showing up on 

time or are you making 

people wait for you? 

Overall, I was a 

dismal group 
member, only 
showing up for 

some meetings 
& rehearsals 

and didn’t 
contribute 

hardly at all. 

Overall, I 

contributed a 
little bit to 
the group 

rehearsals 
and 

writing/arrang
ing/mixing 

sessions. 

Overall, during 

this project I was 
a positive and 

frequent 

contributor to 
group rehearsals 

and 
writing/arranging

/mixing sessions.  

Overall, I would say 

that I showed 
leadership 

throughout the 

group process, and 
I did not miss more 

than 2 
rehearsals/meetings. 

ADD UP TOTALS: I SCORED ____ out of 16 points 

Teacher Assessment (Overall achievement): ___/4.   TOTAL:      /20    


